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	Geography
	Where in the world is Japan?

· Physical Geography/Natural Resources

· Major islands and oceans 

· Major cities and landmarks

· Climate
How does geography impact its culture?

· Population density
· Geographical challenges (earthquakes, tsunami, volcanoes)
· Impact on culture
	· General Teacher’s Info

· Map of Japan

· Mount Fuji

· CM: Japan & Four Seasons

· Winds, Earthquakes, and Tsunami
	· This Place is Crowded Japan
ISBN: 0-8027-7407-5

· Japan the Land
ISBN: 0-7787-9743-0


	 Arts
	How is culture reflected in the Arts?

· Visual Art

· Music

· Literature

· Theatre

· Other

	Visual Arts

· Origami 
· Calligraphy
· Pottery
· Noh Masks 
· Ikebana (flower arranging)
· Zen Garden 
· Japanese Book Binding
· Kimono 
· Fans
Music

· Taiko Drumming
· Koto, Samisen (string instruments)
Literature

· Haiku / Tanaka
· Folktales 
· Kamishibai (Japanese storytelling)
Theatre

· Puppet

· Kabuki Theatre 
	· Make it Work!
ISBN: 1-58728-305-0

· Japan A Cultural Resource Guide
ISBN: 0-55863-153-4

· The Usborne Book of Origami
By: Eileen O’Brien and Kate Needham 

· Asian Arts & Crafts for Creative Kids: Origami   

  ISBN: 0-8048-3497-0

· Asian Arts & Crafts for Creative Kids: Haiku  

  ISBN: 0-8048-3501-2

· Asian Arts & Crafts for Creative Kids: Tea Ceremony   

  ISBN: 0-8048-3500-4

· Asian Arts & Crafts for Creative Kids: Ikebana  

  ISBN: 0-8048-3502-0

· Asian Arts & Crafts for Creative Kids: Asian Kites
  ISBN: 0-8048-3545-4
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	Festival + Holidays
	What are the major holidays and festivals?

· (September): Moon Festival (Tsuki-mi)

· (October): Sports Day (Undo-kai) 
· (November):7-5-3 Festival (shichi-go-san) 

· (January): New Years (Oshogatsu)
· (February): Drive the Demon Away Day (Setsubun)
· (March): Girl’s Day (Hina Matsuri)
· (April): Cherry Blossom Festival (Hanami)
· (May): Children’s Day (Kodomo no hi)

	· General Teacher’s Info

· Moon Festival (Tsuki-mi)

· Sports Day (Undo-kai)

· 7-5-3 Festival (shichi-go-san)

· New Year’s Day (Oshogatsu)

· Drive the Demon Away Day (Setsuben)

· Girl’s Day (Hina Matsuri)

· Cherry Blossom (Hanami)

· Children’s Day (Kodomo no hi)

	· Food and Festivals Japan: 

  ISBN: 0-7398-0961-X

· Japan the Culture
ISBN: 0-7787-9745-7

· A Second Birthday
ISBN: 0-7635-5699-8

· Japanese Celebrations: Cherry Blossoms, Lanterns and Stars
ISBN: 0804836582

	Home Life
	What are the similarities and differences between American and Japanese home life?

· House

· Customs

· Family relationships

· Meals

· Sports 

	· General Teacher Info

· Straw mats (tatami)

· Chopsticks/Meal Comparison

· Sushi making (onigiri)

· Language (names/numbers)


	· Japan the People
ISBN: 0-86505-285-9

· Tokyo Friends

ISBN: 0-8048-2123-2

· The Way We Do It In Japan
ISBN: 0-8075-7822-3 



	School Life
	What are the similarities and

differences between American and Japanese school life?

· Length of school year / time

· Customs / Routines

· Sports 


	· CM: School Life in Japan and the U.S

· Japanese Students vs. American Students


	· We’re from Japan
ISBN: 1-4034-5793-X
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	Transportation + Technology
	How do people travel from place to place?

· Bullet Trains / Trains

· Bikes

· Cars

· Walk
How is technology incorporated in daily life?

· Communication technology

· Games / entertainments


	· Transportation
	

	Supplementary Activities / Worksheets



	Bibliography



	General Resources

· Post Cards From Japan ISBN: 0817242325

· Japan ISBN: 978-0-8225-8659-3

· If I Lived in Japan… ISBN: 1-563-52-236-5

· A True Book: Japan ISBN: 0-516-26172-X

· I Live in Tokyo ISBN: 0-618-49484-7
· Look What Came From Japan ISBN: 0-531-15966-3



